
Each lesson in the McGuffey Readers (through the mid point of the third reader, there 
after, each lesson ends with definitions of new words) begins with a list of the new words 
in that lesson.  We use these as spelling words.  We have our children write out each 
word 5 times, and diagram each word so they become thoroughly acquainted with the 
word, its spelling, and the phonics behind the spelling. 

Spelling Words



 
Word:   N eigh b or ____________________ Syllables:   Neigh / bor ______________________________  

 
 

Long Vowels Short Vowels R Controlled Diphthongs     Impersonators Silent 
A a ar aw  eigh as a kn 
E e er au  tion sion as sh pn 
I i ir oi   
O o or oo 
U u ur ow    
 y

Misc.     
wa       
alk       
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Our Spelling Diagram Form
helps children break words down into their basic sounds so they can see why they are spelled the way they are.

(Many of the sounds have been eliminated from this form.  We don't want to give all our secrets away.)


